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Three topics have been merged together: 
 

1.  Meaning of love (mahhabba/hubb) 
Those who believe have extreme love for Allah. (Quran) 
Extreme love is connected with faith (iman). 
If the love of the Holy Prophet is not extreme, then it means that the faith (iman) is 
weak. 
 
Imam al-Qushayri states: 
Love is the pure sentimental attachment. 
 
It does not have any shade of lust – that is how pure it is. 
 
Hubb: This root is used for Bubbles – they will come to the surface, i.e., cannot be 
controlled. 
 
Hubb has meanong of Firmness – when you are strongly attached. 
 
Hubb is used for Sticks that bear the water pitchers. On the basis of this, it means 
that the person can bear whatever comes from the beloved. 
 
To go according to the will of your beloved in his presence or absence. 
 
The lover erases his own qualities and attributes; he no longer has his own attributes 
left. 
 
The reality of love is that you gift yourself, entirely, to your beloved – and nothing is 
left of yourself. 
 
The nature of love is based on purity.  



 
It is called mahabba (love) because it erases everything from your heart except the 
beloved – Imam al-Shibli. 
 
If it is real love, then when hardship comes from your beloved – whatever pain your 
beloved may cause you, intentionally or otherwise - it does not decrease (or erase) 
that emotion.  
 
This is the true meaning of love – not what young people feel in their teens 
(love/crush oft tainted by desire). 
 
Hubb has meaning of Intoxication (absorbed in your beloved). 
 
This is what is required from us for Allah and His Messenger SAW. 
 
 
2.  The significance of the relationship with the Holy Prophet – and its connection 

with iman (faith). 
 
Wherever Allah mentions his relation with Allah, He joins the name of the Prophet with 
His name. 
 
It shows the importance and significance of the person of the Holy Prophet and its 
connection with Iman. 
 
The believers are only those who believe in Allah and His Messenger. (Quran) 
 
Sura Anfal: Say the spoils of war belong to Allah and the Messenger. 
 
Whatever belongs to Allah belongs to the Holy Prophet (s). 
 
Sura al-Nisa: Whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger… 
 
You cannot obey Allah and not His Messenger.  
 
Quran: They have defied Allah and His Messenger. 
 
We need to know why the Holy Prophet is important and His connection with Iman. 
 
Sura Tawba: An absolution from Allah and His Messenger. 
 
Quran: A public declaration from Allah and His Messenger. 
 
Quran: Allah and His Messenger is not responsible to the polythiests  
 
Quran: They do not find prohibited what Allah and His Messenger stated to be Haram. 
 
Sura Tawba: If they felt happy with what Allah and His Prophet have given them. 
 
Quran: When Allah and His Messenger decide a matter/pass judgement. 



 
Who do we focus our attention on? 
Allah says: O Prophet, say, ‘I have lived among you for some time. Don’t you 
understand?’ 
 
To know that there is Allah, we need to look at the Holy Prophet. We need to 
concentrate our atttention to the Holy Prophet. 
 
Sura al-Nisa: Come to what Allah has revealed and His Messenger, you will see the 
hypocrites stay away from you. 
 
Iman (faith) is mainly concentrated on the Holy Prophet. It is the pivot/foundation of 
iman. 
 
Messenger is to be obeyed – the Quran doesn’t say that if a Messenger is sent, Allah is to 
be obeyed.  
 
Quran: If they have done wrong, they should ask the Prophet to seek forgiveness for 
them and they will be forgiven 
 
Quran: Whoever obeyed the Messenger has obeyed Allah – the Quran doesn’t state it 
the other way round. 
 
Prophet Ya`qub’s children said, ‘We will worship your Lord.’ They didn’t directly 
mention Allah, but rather through His prophets.’ 
They mentioned (Him as the Lord of) Prophet Ya`qub, Isma`il and Ibrahim, (not 
directly as Allah)  
 
Quran: Those who take pledge of allegience to you, pledge allegience to Allah.  
 
Their physical act is w/the Holy Prophet, but it takes the effect that they are with Allah. 
 
Human being has:  
I. Intellect (Aql) – it relies on senses and can be decieved, such as mirage. 
II. Intuition 
 
None of these are final sources of knowledge. 
 
Questions related to the purpose of life cannot be answered by these sources. 
It’s the Prophets who answer these questions. (Source III) 
 
We need a practical example to show us how to live. There is no model to be adopted by 
any of the philosophies. 
 
Why do you look here and there to make desires follow knowledge? 
Just look to the person of the Holy Prophet; it is the love of the Holy Prophet that 
makes us into a synchronised personality. 
 
What is ittiba` (following)? It is imitation; you place you foot where that person placed 
his foot. 



There is no motivation to do such a thing, unless one loves that person. Thus, this is the 
importance of love of the Holy Prophet. 
 

3.  Emotion – it always dominates. 
You will not be a believer, until your wish is in accordance with what the Holy Prophet 
has brought. 
 
 What are the requirements of love? 

1. To revere the Holy Prophet  
2. To follow the Holy Prophet  
3. To support the Holy Prophet 

 
Sura Tawba: It is not suitable for the people of Medina that they lag behind the 
Messenger of Allah. Nor does it suit them, that they feel concern about their own selves 
rather/more than the Messenger of Allah. 
 
Bukhari: Three qualities if a person has it in him, he will have the sweetness of iman 
(halawa al-Iman). 

1.  Allah and the Prophet are the most beloved to Him more than anything else. 
2. … 
3. … 

 
Hadith: None of you will be a true believer, until I (the Holy Prophet) am more beloved 
to Him more than anything. 
 
Umar b. Khattab said to Prophet, ‘You are more beloved to me except my own soul.’ 
 
The Holy Prophet, ‘No, not yet! By the One Who holds my soul, it is not complete until I 
am more beloved to him than his own self.’ 
 
A person said, ‘O Prophet when is the Day of Judgement?’ The Holy Prophet said, 
‘What have you prepared for it?’ The person said, ‘I haven’t prepared much except 
that I love Allah and His Messenger.’  The Prophet replied, ‘You will be with the one 
you love.’ 
Anas b. Malik said, The Companions said, ‘We are also like this.’ And the Prophet said, 
Yes, and you too.  
The Companions were really happy that day. 
 
There is a perosn who loves the Awliya but he cannot practise like the way they 
practise. The Holy Prophet said that you will be with the one you love.  
 
Abu Dharr hadith – similar as above.  
 
Abdullah, was called Himar, he has one good habit that he would say things to make the 
Holy Prophet laugh. This was the only practice he had; he was punished for a bad 
practice and one of the Companions cursed him, but the Holy Prophet forbade it saying, 
‘Leave him! He loves Allah and the Holy Prophet’  
 
Love of the Holy Prophet is a protection from the curse of Allah. 
 



Abu Bakr was leading prayer. 
Holy prophet SAW removed curtain from his chamber – it’s to their left. 
 
It’s as if his face was full of light. 
He smiled. 
Then we came close to breaking our prayer out of joy at seeing the Prophet SAW. 
Imagine a person, in the middle of prayer, looking left and dancing – is his prayer valid. 
No 
The prophet’s diff. 
Many rejoiced out of joy/ecstasy. 
 
This is their love manifested during worship. Their focus is on the Prophet. 
 
The prophet realised and pointed – fin. prayer, not redo. (not broken). 
Because looking at prophet SAW don’t break prayer. 
 
In Sahih Muslim: none was more beloved to me than Prophet SAW, or more majestic. 
Out of respect, I was never able to look directly at him to my heart’s content. (Anas b. 
Malik) 
 
If I’m asked to describe him, I can’t. 
 
This state of heart – reverence – is mark of Iman that protects from Hell. 
 
Abdullah bin Abbas: 
Saw prophet SAW do wudu and pray. 
I copied and stood behind prophet. 
Prophet pointed to me to join. 
I refused. 
 
Afterwards, prophet asked why I refused. 
I said: you are the most majestic in my eyes, too revered to dare stand side by side. 
 
The famous story of Abu Bakr: 
When he stepped back when he saw the prophet even after he was commanded to stay 
in front. 
He said: son of slave does not dare stand in front of the Prophet SAW. 
 
Umar bin Khattab: 
He said to uncle of Prophet: Become Muslim, for you becoming Muslim would make me 
happier than my father’s Iman, because you going to fire will hurt Prophet SAW, 
whereas my father’s would hurt only me. 
 
Prophet SAW said to Mu’adh: perhaps next year, you won’t be able to meet me, and 
Mu’aath, ready to leave on journey, stopped and started crying – just the thought of not 
being able to see him again. 
 
A companion: O Prophet SAW, I love you more than me, fam., children, 
Many times, @home, I recall you, and I stay restless until I come and see you, 



Whenever I remember my demise and yours, I know when you go to Paradise, you wil 
be w/prophets, whereas I may not be able to see you there… 
He is not thinking about paradise - not satisfied w/that - he is grieved because he won’t 
be able to see Prophet SAW there – his focus is on the prophet SAW. 
 
Prophet SAW replied w/verse: whoever loves messengers will be w/them in paradise. 
 
Rumours that Prophet SAW had been martyred. 
A lady came out and onto battlefield, came across her bro, husband, her son (corpses). 
Her mind wasn’t present. 
Somebody said: ‘this is your father’, 
She said: ‘what happened to Prophet SAW’, 
Same for others until reaching prophet SAW, 
Didn’t calm until she saw the Prophet SAW, then she said: if you are safe, nothing else 
matters. 
 
Love of Muhammad SAW. 
 
Salam (guard) says: on duty, saw s/one recite Qur’an. 
Told Prophet SAW ‘he’s showing off’. 
 
During burial, prophet: be gentle w/him, may Allah be gentle, he loved Allah and His 
messenger SAW. 
 
He was sad at his passing because the man loved him. 
 
Qasim bin Muhammad: a companion lost his sight, 
They visited him, 
He said: All I wanted was for these eyes to look at the prophte SAW, 
 
After the prophet SAW’s demise, I wouldn’t care if I got the most beautiful eyes if I 
won’t be able to see him. 
 
Many Ahaadeeth regarding love of Prophet SAW the companions had. 
 
Final point: 
A responsibility/req. of love of prophet SAW. 
That is to support him. 
 
Deciding factor: do we love him or empty slogans? 
Most important support of him is to support his mission. 
 
Companions would sacrifice everything for him, for his mission. 
 
On the day of trench, companions were digging on a cold morning; they had no slaves to 
labour for them, 
When the Prophet SAW saw them hungry and tired, he said: O Allah, the real life is 
that of the hereafter, so forgive all muhajiriin and ansar. 
They replied: we are the ones who pledged allegience to Muhammad SAW, on struggle 
w/him and for him until death. 



 
Miqdar RA, on day of Badr… 
Initially headed elsewhere, changed plan, Ansaar would not be going… 
Miqdaar said, O Allah, we will not say to you what Banu Israel said to Moses AS (go 
and we’re waiting right here), 
 
We shall fight w/you encompassing you and sheilding you. 
 
Time of Badr, the Prophet SAW said: what do you think? 
A companion said: by the one who holds my soul, if you command us to plunge w/horses 
into ocean, we will, and if you command we ride them til they die, we are ready. 
 
This is commitment to prophet SAW’s mission. 
 
If slogans are raised, and no practical commitment to Prophet SAW’s purpose and 
mission, then the slogan is empty, they don’t love him. 
 
MQI doesn’t raise empty slogans. If we affiliate w/him, we need to be practical, act upon 
slogans. 
 
Umar bin Khattab: Prophet SAW once commanded to pay charity to prepare army for 
battle, 
I had plenty money that day and thought, ‘today, I’ll beat Abut Bakr’. 
Compete in sacrifice. 
When asked what I’d left for my family, I said I left half my wealth. 
When it came to Abu Bakr, he said I have only left them Allah and His messenger SAW. 
 
Bai’at al ridwan – they had gone to Hajj, unarmed, sacrifices w/them, rumours came 
that Uthman had been martyred. 
They had no battle preparations, 
 
When Messenger SAW took pledge that they’d fight if anything had happened – and 
they were unarmed – they all took the pledge even w/o battle prep. 
 
We don’t sacrifice anything just for education centre; they sacrificed everything 
because they love him. 
 
This is a requirement of our love, and we fall far short. 
 
One companion spent thousands of dinars on welfare because Prophet SAW asked for 
it, 
 
The prophet SAW’s purpose and mission: 
 
Prophet was raised to establish soc. w/4 min. qual’s. 
If we don’t strive to do same, what claim do we have to loving him? 
 

1. Soc. must be based on human dignity. Allah says: O mankind, fear your Lord 
who created you from 1 man. 



Khutbah al wida’: no Arab superior to non-Arab, or vice versa, no white over black or 
vice versa. 
 
Does Muslim world have such soc. today? How can we claim to love prophet SAW? 
 
3rd qual: 
Their education should motivate them to ease life for people. 
‘Ali RA sacrificed his food after fasting, no iftaar for 3 days and gave food to others. 
He said: I have only given for the sake of Allah. 
Soc. that serves humanity is that of Muhammad SAW. If we don’t strive for this, then 
our slogans of love for Prophet SAW is empty, cheap/ 
 
Bilal RA was being punished – was bought and freed, no favour taken in return; just for 
the sake of Allah. 
 
We need to repent from empty slogans. 
 
Qual: that soc. must not have elements of fear or grief. 
Qur’an: whoever follows my guidance, that soc. will not have causes of fear or grief. 
That is the soc. ourprophet SAW established. 
 
In true Islamic soc. 
 
Protection of life, property, honour, rights, must all be guaranteed. 
Environment must be free of oppression and cruelty. 
That is the society of Muhammad SAW. 
 
Qur’an: Allah gives e.g. of town that was peaceful, satisfied, - that is a model town – 
blessings and provisions came to it from all around, all needs fulfilled. 
That is the society of Muhammad SAW. 
 
Qual: they don’t want partnership in prophethood of prophet SAW – he is their 
supreme leader. 
Because loving prophet can bring about that soc. where man is at peace. 
 
When Abu Bakr became Caliph, he said not of Allah, but Caliph of the Messenger of 
Allah. 
 
Love of prophet is not empty slogan; it is force to bring about the model soc., based on 
dignity, where mankind is promoted and safe. 
 
To love the prophet is to fulfill his mission, and that is the mission of Minhaj-ul-Qur’an. 
Nothing MQI does is w/o purpose – everything they do is a tool to create the perfect 
society. 
 
That is the whole purpose of the movment of MQI. 
 
HSI while teaching Qur’anic philosophy of revolution: If you want to leave, you may; 
my matter is diff. (I can’t leave or turn back): I have fallen in love (w/prophet SAW). 



That is the true meaning of loving Prophet SAW: to strive to create humanitarian soc. 
the prophet SAW founded. 
 
qur’an: hold fast to rope of Allah, and don’t become firqah. 
 
River flows, a little goes to side – that is firqah (sect) 
Ahl al Sunnah is not sect – those who go away are sects. 
 
There are some sects that don’t want to attatch ppl to prophet SAW, 
 
Sometimes attachment is due to temperament – some most to Allah, or shaykh etc. 
This is not related to ‘Aqidah. 
 
In our time, it is usally the latter, but not always. It may just be temperatment and not 
ill intent that leads them not to attach ppl to prophet SAW only/mainly. 
 
 
Politics is essential part of Islam, no soc. w/o politics and economics. 
 
Some call themselves ‘non-political’ – they perhaps don’t cover full deen, but incline 
towards parts of it they can do better. 
As long as they don’t believe working for establishment of soc., then their faith is 
endangered. If they accept it as part of deen, then they are not condemnable. 
 
MQI being a whoelsome org. is a blessing. 
 
The love of prophet SAW can be basis of tawbah (repentance) – don’t want to displease 
prophet SAW. 
 
 


